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‘Children who are good at reading do more of it: 
they learn more, about all sorts of things.’
Research evidence on reading for pleasure ~ DFE 

Deputy Head Teacher & English Lead: Mrs M Kitching 



OUR INTENTION

• It is our intention, to secure the necessary reading, writing and 
linguistic skills to become enthusiastic and independent learners. 
We strive to ensure all our children receive a sequential learning 
experience, which will equip them with the essential tools to 
achieve at Widney Junior School and beyond. It is our intention to 
immerse children in the wonders of quality texts, to ensure all 
children can read and foster a love for reading, a passion for 
discovery and the confidence to explore the world. 



OVERVIEW

•How Reading is promoted at Widney

•Our successes

• Your child’s reading journey

•How you can support at home



READING BUS



OUR VENDING MACHINE



READING EVENTS



CELEBRATION ASSEMBLIES



READING DIARIES



READING DIARIES



CLASS READS



OUR SUCCESSES



OUR SUCCESSES

• “I really like reading on the reading bus because it is quiet and it 
has lots of books to choose from.”

• “I enjoy listening to my teacher when she reads at the end of the 
day.”

• “I like book study lessons. Viking boy has been my favourite this 
year.”



YOUR CHILD’S READING 
JOURNEY



EARLY READING: KEY STAGE ONE
Children need to develop:

• Pleasure in reading

• Motivation to read

• Increased vocabulary

• Improved level of understanding

They will do this by frequently listening to:
Stories
Poems
Information texts
Texts they cannot read for themselves yet



PHONICS



PHONICS



HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD

Model reading to your child with fluency and expression. Try to model reading 
unknown words. 

Read a range of different texts, such as: recipe books, nursery rhymes, instruction 
manuals, leaflets for places you wish to visit and traditional tales. 

Show your child how to find information in a book rather than quickly finding it for 
them. 

To help your child apply their knowledge of sounds to spellings, ask them to write 
your weekly shopping list. 

Read with your child every day.



HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD

Pretend that you are unable to read particular words and ask your child to read 
them to you, encouraging them to segment words into their sound parts and 
blend them to read the whole word. 

Ask your child what they predict the story could be about by looking at the title 
and front cover. Then, later in the text, ask your child what could happen next. 

Discuss the setting of the story. Have you read another book with a similar 
setting?

Discuss alternate words, e.g. ‘Which word could the author have used that’s more 
exciting than big?’



KS2  EXPECTATIONS
• By the time children leave year 6, they are expected to:

Increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and 
fiction from our literacy heritage. 

Recommend books to their peers.

Identify themes across a wide range of texts.

Make comparisons within and across books. 

Understand and explain the meaning of words in context. 

Draw inferences from a text and justify these with evidence.

Summarise the main ideas from more than one paragraph.



KS2  EXPECTATIONS
• By the time children leave year 6, they are expected to:

Use stated or implied details to make predictions about what may happen next. 

Retrieve, record and present information from a non-fiction text.

Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion. 

Discuss and evaluate the author’s choice of language.

Provide reasoned justifications for their views. 



RAPID READING

Rapid Reading is the catch-up 
route to success for struggling 
readers to help with fluency and 
comprehension. 



READING COMPREHENSION



WORD MEANING
Extract taken from ‘For the Fallen’ by Laurence Binyon

Question: There is music in the midst of desolation.
What does the word desolation mean in this line?

Answer: Bareness / Sadness



RETRIEVAL
An extract taken from ‘The Magic Finger’ by Roald Dahl

Question: ‘Then I got cross, and I 
saw red….’
What made the girl cross?

Answer: The teacher called her 
stupid and made her stand in the 
corner. 



SUMMARISING
An extract taken from Roman Britain, by Ruth Brocklehurst



SUMMARISING

Answer:

Question:



INFERENCE
An extract from ‘The House with Chicken Legs’ by Sophie Anderson

Question: How do you think Marinka feels about her house moving around? 
Explain your answer using evidence from the text.

Answer: Frustrated/annoyed because the house moves in the middle of 
the night without warning. OR Unhappy because it always moves to a 
lonely and bleak place. 



PREDICTION

An extract taken from ‘Sky Song’ 
by Abi Elphinstone.



PREDICTION

Question: Look at the first two paragraphs. 
What clues does the text give you that things will 
change in Erkenwald?

Answers: 
‘But darkness can come to any kingdom’
‘So it came to Erkenwald’
‘Knew it was only a matter of time’
‘Before long, someone did’
‘The Sky Gods stopped dancing then’



RELATIONSHIP
An extract from ‘My Brother Is a Superhero’ by David Solomons

Question: Explain why the opening sentences are humorous.

Answer: The items the brothers are holding are so different, one is 
really important and one is just a vegetable.



WORD CHOICE
Extract from ‘A Series of Unfortunate Events: The Bad 
Beginning’ by Lemony Snicket



WORD CHOICE
Extract from ‘A Series of Unfortunate Events: The Bad 
Beginning’ by Lemony Snicket

Question: Mr Poe’s automobile rumbled along the 
cobblestone streets of the city … . The author uses the word 
automobile instead of ‘car’. What effect does this have?

Answers: It makes it feel formal/‘posh’. OR It feels old 
fashioned/ not modern. OR It feels like a different time. OR 
It makes it feel foreign.



COMPARISON
An extract from ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ by Cressida Cowell



COMPARISON
An extract from ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ by Cressida Cowell

✓



YEAR 6 SATS

• Each year in May, year 6 children take part in a SATs reading paper. The paper is 
designed to test children’s reading and comprehension skills across all areas of 
the curriculum. 



HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD

See the question handout sheet to take home. 

You can still ask questions about your child’s book even if they prefer to read on 
their own. Try asking them to summarise what they have just read or if they have 
discovered new words. 

Have a variety of reading materials available, such as newspapers, reference  
books, fiction and non-fiction books. 

Show that you enjoy reading by sharing things that you have discovered. 

Read with your child or let them read independently every day. 



SUGGESTED READS



QUESTIONS?
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