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~2." READING WORKSHOP

Deputy Head Teacher & English Lead: Mrs M Kitching October 2025

‘Children who are good at reading do more of it:
they learn more, about all sorts of things.

Research evidence on reading for pleasure ~ DFE
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OUR INTENTION

* |t is our intention, to secure the necessary reading, writing and
linguistic skills to become enthusiastic and independent learners.
We strive to ensure all our children receive a sequential learning
experience, which will equip them with the essential tools to
achieve at Widney Junior School and beyond. It is our intention to
immerse children in the wonders of quality texts, to ensure all
children can read and foster a love for reading, a passion for
discovery and the confidence to explore the world.
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» Reading Champion
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Accelerated”
Reader

This certiticate is awarded fo:

Child's name
In Class 3E
For taking 2 reading quizzes with 85% accuracy
May 2023
RENAISSAXCE LEARNING
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CLASS READS

Overview of class reads

¥
Year group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2
3 T Ted Hugbes
6:?:11 A tﬁ‘\fO“
a4 an
4
Blitterfly
VIKING
-=ROY=
6
Imi(%} ael’
INOTUIZ0
A sNow Marcus & i f
iy i MY STORY N ‘(', 51, : 8 Ry I Am Malala
= 34 CODENAME ‘S(dh\‘ k ey / :
% fCELINE FLOODLAND




KS2 Results

idney
Results
2025

National
Average

Reading - Expected Standarc

83%

75%

Reading - Higher standard

52%

33%

Writing - Expected Standard

Writing - Higher Standard 27% 13%
Maths - Expected Standard 85% 74%
Maths - Higher Standard 42% 26%
Grammar, punctuation and 85% 73%
spelling - Expected Standard
Grammar, punctuation and 52% 30%
spelling — Higher Standard
Pupils achieving combined R, 79% 62%
Wr and Ma — Expected
Standard
Pupils achieving combined R, 20% 8%

Wr and Ma — Higher Standard

OUR SUCCESSES
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OUR SUCCESSES

* “| really like reading on the reading bus because it is quiet and it
has lots of books to choose from.”

* “| enjoy listening to my teacher when she reads at the end of the
day.”

e “I like book study lessons. Viking boy has been my favourite this
year.”



YOUR CHILD’S READING
JOURNEY
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by EARLY READING: KEY STAGE ONE

Children need to develop:

* Pleasure in reading

* Motivation to read

* Increased vocabulary

* Improved level of understanding

They will do this by frequently listening to:
Stories

Poems
Information texts
Texts they cannot read for themselves yet



PHONICS

Z\? WHAT IS PHONICS?

§ Learning to read requires 2

elements: The Simple View of Reading
Word Reading E

Comprehension

Word
Recognition

Children need to grasp both well to
be able to read.

Language Comprehension

Phonics teaches the Word Reading 7

— S
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Reading at

home
Booklet 1

PHONICS
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HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD

JUNIOR SCHOOL

Read with your child every day

Model reading to your child with fluency and expression. Try to model reading
unknown words.

Read a range of different texts, such as: recipe books, nursery rhymes, instruction
manuals, leaflets for places you wish to visit and traditional tales.

Show your child how to find information in a book rather than quickly finding it for
them.

To help your child apply their knowledge of sounds to spellings, ask them to write

your weekly shopping list.



HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD

Pretend that you are unable to read particular words and ask your child to read
them to you, encouraging them to segment words into their sound parts and
blend them to read the whole word.

JUNIOR SCHOOL

Ask your child what they predict the story could be about by looking at the title
and front cover. Then, later in the text, ask your child what could happen next.

Discuss the setting of the story. Have you read another book with a similar
setting?

Discuss alternate words, e.g. “‘Which word could the author have used that’s more
exciting than big?’
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

* By the time children leave year 6, they are expected to:
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* By the time children leave year 6, they are expected to:




RAPID READING

Rapid Reading is the catch-up
route to success for struggling
readers to help with fluency and
comprehension.




Complete
Comprehension
Key Stage 2 Skills

Read around the target
word to see how it is
being used in the text.

Touch the answer
in the text before
you fish it out.

Talk about the effect
of words and groups of
words used in the text.

Find and talk about
the text's main
points.

Compare the events,
characters and structure
of the text.

READING COMPREHENSION

Schofield&Sims

Use clues from the text Decide what is most
and your own ideas to likely to happen
work out the answer. next in the text.
Remember

o Read the whole question carefully.
e Find the key words in the question.

® Look for key words from
the question in the text.

e Check that your answer
matches the question.
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WORD MEANING

Extract taken from ‘For the Fallen’ by Laurence Binyon

Solemn the drums thrill: Death august and I‘DHG|
Sings SOrrow up into immortal spheres.
There is music in the midst of desolation

And a glnry that shines upon our tears.

Question: There is music in the midst of desolation.
Read around the target What does the word desolation mean in this line?

word to see how It Is
being used In the text.

Answer: Bareness / Sadness



Touch the answer
in the text before
you fish it out.

Question: ‘Then | got cross, and |
saw red....
What made the girl cross?

Answer: The teacher called her
stupid and made her stand in the
corner.

—
RETRIEVAL

An extract taken from ‘The Magic Finger’ by Roald Dahl

Poor old Mrs Winter.

One day we were in class, and she was teaching us spelling. “Stand up,”
she said to me, “and spell cat.”

“That’s an easy one,” I said. “K-a-t.”

“You are a stupid little girl!” Mrs Winter said.

“T am not a stupid little girl!” I cried. “I am a very nice little girl!”
“Go and stand in the corner,” Mrs Winter said.

Then I got cross, and I saw red, and I put the Magic Finger on Mrs Winter
good and strong, and almost at once..
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SUMMARISING

An extract taken from Roman Britain, by Ruth Brocklehurst

Town Life

If Britain was to become a fully fledged part of the Roman empire, then its people
would have to learn how to live and think like Romans. To the Romans, the only
civilized way to live was in a town — but the Britons didn’t have any. So the Romans

got building.

Like the forts every Roman town followed a similar design. The streets were laid out
in a grid, dividing the town into rectanqular blocks known as insulge. At the heart

Find and talk about of every town was the forum, a busy market square where people met to do business
the text's main and catch up on the news. The forum was lined with shops on three sides, and on
points.

the fourth side stood the Roman equivalent of the town hall, the basilica.
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SUMMARISING

Question: Look at the section ‘Town Life’.

Which sentence best summarises the content of this section?
Tick one.

Towns were built using a grid system.

The Britons and the Romans.

The Romans brought towns to Britain.

Find and talk about
the text's main
points.

Life in Britain improved due to Roman innovations.

Answer:  Life in Britain improved due to Roman innovations. |V
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INFERENCE

An extract from ‘The House with Chicken Legs’ by Sophie Anderson

My house has chicken legs. Two or three times a year, without warning,
it stands up in the middle of the night and walks away from where we've
been living. It might walk a hundred miles or it might walk a thousand,
but where it lands is always the same. A lonely, bleak place at the edge
of civilisation.

Question: How do you think Marinka feels about her house moving aroun
Explain your answer using evidence from the text.

Use clues from the text

and your own ideas to
work out the answer.

Answer: Frustrated/annoyed because the house moves in the middle of
the night without warning. OR Unhappy because it always moves to a
lonely and bleak place.
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PREDICTION\

Because magic often lingers long after it has been used, the power of

the Frost Horn hovered over Erkenwald, and as time went by the people

An extract taken from ‘Sky Song’
by Abi Elphinstone.

learnt how to use it. They spun hammocks fram moonlight which granted
wonderful dreams; they trapped sunbeams in lanterns which burned
through the winter months; they stored wind inside gemstones which
granted their boats safe passage through the stormy seas. And the people
knew all was well in their kingdom whenever they saw the northern lights.
For those rippling colours were a sign that the Sky Gods were dancing -
and that meant the world was as it should be. But darkness can come to

any kingdom, and so it came to Erkenwald.

The smallest Sky God grew jealous of the North Star’s power and, seeking

to rule Erkenwald herself, she pulled away from the constellation one winter

Decide what is most night and plunged towards Earth. The North Star acted swiftly and trapped

likely to happen

: her in a glacier before she could spreud her evil across the land. But the
next in the text.

Sky Gods stopped dancing then because they knew that it was only a
matter of time before someone heard the whispers of the fallen star calling

out behind the ice. And, before long, someone did.



Decide what is most

likely to happen
next in the text.

PREDICTION

Question: Look at the first two paragraphs.
What clues does the text give you that things will
change in Erkenwald?

Answers:

‘But darkness can come to any kingdom’
‘So it came to Erkenwald’

‘Knew it was only a matter of time’
‘Before long, someone did’

‘The Sky Gods stopped dancing then’
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RELATIONSHIP

An extract from ‘My Brother Is a Superhero’ by David Solomons

The fate of two universes lay in my brother’s hands. In my hands was
a cauliflower.

It was the day after Zack became Star Lad — he’d rejected Starlad, figuring
if at some point he needed an insignia to put on a shirt, ‘S’ was already
taken. We were in the kitchen helping with dinner.

Question: Explain why the opening sentences are humorous.

Answer: The items the brothers are holding are so different, one is
really important and one is just a vegetable.
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WORD CHOICE

Extract from ‘A Series of Unfortunate Events: The Bad
Beginning’ by Lemony Snicket

The Baudelaire children left the house. Mr. Poe’s automobile rumbled along the
cobblestone streets of the city toward the neighborhood where Count Olaf lived.
They passed horse-drawn carriages and motorcycles along Doldrum Drive. They
passed the Fickle Fountain, an elaborately carved monument that occasionally
spat out water in which young children played. They passed an enormous pile of
dirt where the Royal Gardens once stood. Before too long, Mr. Poe drove his car

Talk about the effect down a narrow ulleg lined with houses made of pnle brick and stnpped hnlfwag
of words and groups of

words used in the text. dﬂWI’I thE hlﬂﬁk.
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WORD CHOICE

Extract from ‘A Series of Unfortunate Events: The Bad
Beginning’ by Lemony Snicket

Question: Mr Poe’s automobile rumbled along the
cobblestone streets of the city ... . The author uses the word
automobile instead of ‘car’. What effect does this have?

Answers: It makes it feel formal/‘posh’. OR It feels old
Talk about the effect fashioned/ not modern. OR It feels like a different time. OR

of words and groups of

words used in the text. It makes it feel foreign.
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COMPARISON

An extract from ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ by Cressida Cowell

You have probably guessed by now that Hiccup was not your natural Viking
Hero. For a start, he didn’t LOOK like a Hero. Somebody like Snotlout, for
instance, was tall, muscley, covered in skeleton tattoos, and already had
the beginnings of a small moustache. This consisted of a few straggly yellow
hairs clinging to his upper lip and was deeply unpleasant to look at, but still
impressively manly for a boy not yet thirteen.

Hiccup was on the small side and had the kind of face that was almost entirely
unmemorable. He DID have Heroic Hair, which was a very bright red and

Compare the events, 1 : , ,
characters and structure stood up vertically however much you tried to wet it down with sea-water. But

of the text. nobody ever saw that because it was hidden under his helmet most of the time.



TN

COMPARISON

An extract from ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ by Cressida Cowell

Question 1

Look at the first and second paragraphs.

What is the main point of these paragraphs? Tick one.

to describe Hiccup

to compare Hiccup and Snotlout v

Compare the events,
characters and structure
of the text.

to describe Snotlout

to compare Hiccup and Dogsbreath




x
YEAR 6 SATS

* Each year in May, year 6 children take part in a SATs reading paper. The paper is
designed to test children’s reading and comprehension skills across all areas of
the curriculum.

Key stage 2

English reading
Reacing answer bookset




HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD

Read with your child or let them read independently every day.
See the question handout sheet to take home.

You can still ask questions about your child’s book even if they prefer to read on
their own. Try asking them to summarise what they have just read or if they have
discovered new words.

Have a variety of reading materials available, such as newspapers, reference
books, fiction and non-fiction books.

Show that you enjoy reading by sharing things that you have discovered.



SUGGESTED READS
’ OThe Readen Teacken ‘

,ff W Aucthonke) 5
I T Recommended Reads for Yean
T% 1 : | (Poster | 4

S ANDY GRIFFITHS
A ERRy DENTON'

ey
erms,
- VE‘VmseS

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland

~
wx
D Lewis Carroll & Sir John Tenniel
O
O
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The Ghest of Thomas Kempe =
Penelope Lively | 4/

A Girl Called Owl
Amy Wilson & Helen Crawford-White

The Animals of Farthing Woed
Colin Dann & Sam Usher

James Micol & Daniela Terrazini Kelly Barnhill & Yuta Onoda

Beetle
M. G. Leonard & Julia Sarda

The Goldfish Doy
Lisa Thompson & Mike Lowery

O
O

The Apprentice Witch D ‘The Girl Who Drank the Moon
O

The Afterwards
A.F.Harrold & Emily Gravett

Armistice Runner The Graveyard Book
D Tom Palmer & Tom Clohosy Cole | [y D Neil Gaiman & Chris Riddell
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